
 

UK Visit Visa: A Comprehensive Guide 

 
 
The UK Visit Visa is a short-term visa that allows individuals to travel to the United 
Kingdom for tourism, business, or visiting family and friends. This visa is typically 
valid for up to 6 months, but longer-term options (2, 5, or 10 years) are available for 
frequent travelers. Understanding the eligibility criteria, application process, and 
required documents is essential for a successful application. 
 

 

Types of UK Visit Visas 

1.​ Standard Visitor Visa – For tourism, visiting family/friends, or short business 
trips. 

2.​ Business Visitor Visa – For attending meetings, conferences, or negotiations. 

https://www.visaandmigration.com/service/uk-visitor-or-tourist-visa/36.html


3.​ Family Visitor Visa – For visiting relatives in the UK (now merged under the 
Standard Visitor Visa). 

4.​ Marriage Visitor Visa – For those planning to get married in the UK but not 
settle there. 

5.​ Permitted Paid Engagement Visa – For professionals invited for paid work 
engagements (e.g., artists, academics). 

Eligibility Criteria 

To qualify for a UK Visit Visa, applicants must: 
●​ Be 18 or older (or apply with parental consent if younger). 
●​ Prove they will leave the UK after their visit. 
●​ Show sufficient funds to cover their stay. 
●​ Provide evidence of accommodation and return travel plans. 
●​ Not intend to work or study for an extended period. 

Required Documents 

Applicants must submit: 
●​ A valid passport (with at least 6 months’ validity). 
●​ Completed online visa application form. 
●​ Proof of financial means (bank statements, payslips). 
●​ Travel itinerary and accommodation details. 
●​ A letter of invitation (if visiting family/friends). 
●​ Previous travel history (if applicable). 

Application Process 

1.​ Online Application – Fill out the form on the UK Government website. 
2.​ Book an Appointment – Schedule a biometrics appointment at a visa 

application center. 
3.​ Submit Documents – Provide all necessary paperwork. 
4.​ Pay the Fee – The standard fee is £115 for a 6-month visa. 
5.​ Attend Biometrics – Provide fingerprints and a photograph. 
6.​ Wait for Processing – Typically takes 3 weeks, but delays may occur. 

Common Reasons for Refusal 

●​ Insufficient funds. 
●​ Lack of strong ties to the home country. 
●​ Incomplete or fraudulent documents. 



●​ Previous immigration violations. 

Tips for a Successful Application 

●​ Apply well in advance. 
●​ Provide clear and genuine documents. 
●​ Demonstrate strong reasons to return home (employment, family ties). 
●​ Seek professional advice if unsure about the process. 

Conclusion 

The UK Visit Visa is an excellent option for short-term visits to the UK. By meeting 
the eligibility criteria, submitting the correct documents, and following the 
application process carefully, applicants can increase their chances of approval. 
Always check the latest UK government guidelines before applying. 
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